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SHAH

Continued from page 1D

interests that spanned both depart-
ments,” Modell said. “They had the
(office) space and we had the mon-
ey, so we hired him jointly.”

Coming to Gainesville required
some getting used to, but Shah had
made adjustments before.

From his small hometown he’'d
gone first to Bombay and then to
New York City. It's a move he calls
“the shock of my life.” And he took
some ribbing from his brother and
brother-in-law when he came to the

hot and sticky small town of Gaines- .

ville in the summer of 1970.
“They were saying it was a jun-

gle,” Shah recalled. ““But for me this -

is an ideal campus with all 18 col-
leges located on the same campus.” .

of the chemical engineering

S hah’s office on the fourth floor
building shows an interesting

' marriage between East and West —

a diversity of cultures under one
roof. On his desk a textbook he
helped write sits beside an autobiog-
raphy of Mahatma Gandhi.

A hand-written sign in thick, black
Sanskrit letters hangs on one wall.
Shah explains that the writing is a

5,000-year-old line of Hindu scrip-

ture: “You have a right to work, but -
you do not have the rights to the
fruits of your work. Let not the desire

of fruits always guide your work.”
The spiritual message hangs just -

around the corner from a large set of

Alaskan deer horns given as agiftby .

a former student. "
“I have soft feelings for both these

countries,” he said. “I'm trying to .

combine the best of both cultures.”

“He’s truly an expert in his field —
unquestionably,” Modell said. “He's
probably the most humble and grate-
ful person I've ever met.”

“He’s business-like, but he does it
with a smile,” colleague Ray Fahien
said.

Shah ackrowledges he could earn
more money working in private in-
dustry, but his heart is in teaching.

“What 1 like about academia is
freedom, freedom to choose your
own destination,” he said.

He also happens to
students.

like his

" “I don’t have just two kids of rﬁy
own, all my former students are my
kids,” he added.

Shah became an American citizen
in 1976. His time away from work
with his wife Suvarna and daughter

" Bijal and son Prerak still has a flavor

of India. He likes to Invite visiting
musicians from India to his home

- and frequently hosts 50 to 70 friends

for concerts.

“That’s my good time, to really lis-
ten to the music, full of good poetry
and good imagination.” he said.

- Meals in the Shah home follow the
vegetarian tradition of India. There
are some “American” dishes like

‘;eggplant parmesan, cheese burntos
-and “good old pizza.”

He also spends his time at home
writing poetry and song lyrics in his
native language, Gujarati. Shah said
his poetry shows the mark of a scien-
tist — looking at observations in na-
ture, asking questions and looking
for answers.’

“Traditional poets with a liberal

-, arts background wouldn’t think in
The pictures behind his desk docu-. -

the same manner,” he explained.

ment a tenure that has spanned r -

three university presidents -while -* snah.s writing doesn’t just re-

Shah’s hair has turned from solid
black to silver. The wall is also cov-
ered with plaques and awards, but he
considers a small glass framed me-
dallion sitting at the edge of his desk
his most precious. It reads *“1985
Teacher Scholar of the Year.”

*“This medallion really is the high-
est faculty honor this university can
give,” he said as he picked it up.

[ ] o o
Modell said Shah is in demand

around the world for teaching and
lectures for colleges and industry.

main on the pages of his private

diary. His words came alive in
1986 when he returned to Bombay
for a benefit concert that featured
his poetry and song lyrics. The mon-
ey raised went to the scholarship
fund started by his benefactor, Mrs.
Deasl.

“We have a saying in Indla that
what one should remember is you
are eating the apples which are
planted by somebody else,” he said.
“So everyone must plant there own

-apple trees for others to enjoy.”
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